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We Diseover Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 


CIA &ia produce cue very significant piece of information on Les 
OEWALD before he shot President Kennedy. On 1 October 1963, our Mexico 
caty Station intercepted © telephone call Lee GRMALD safe fre: someplace 
in Mexico City to the Soviet Exbassy there, using bis own name. Spesking 
broken Rusaian and using his true name, OSWALD was taiking te the Embassy 


guard, OSYEDEOV, who often answers the phone. OGWALD said he had visited 


(the Enbaasy the previous Satuntay (28 Septenber 1963) and spoken to a 


eonsul whese nase he had forgotten, and who had promised to send a tele- oe, 


cay 


a: 


gram for him te Washington. He wanted to know if there ware “anything 


new." the quara sala if the consul wee éark it wes (Valeriy Viedstrovich) 
KOSTINOVY. ‘The guaré checked with somecne else and said that the massage 
nad cove out but no enever had been received. Be then hung wpe 

thts piece of information vas yrofused from a telaphone tap center 


which we operate jointly with the office of the President of Mexico. It 
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fs highly secret and not known to Kexican security end lev enforcement 
officinis, whe have their owm center. Our jeint center produces creat 
masses of telephone intercepts which are transeribed and reviewed by our 
email staff in Mexico City. By 9 October, the OSWALD telephone converan- 
tien ef 1 Getober had been transcribed and s eumary of it cabled to 
Washington. ‘The name Lee OSWALD meant nothing special to cur Hextco 
City Station, but in their report they 414 Judge him to be an American 
male. 


Tre cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October and checked 


the Seviet Embassy in Nexice City was probably the Lee OSWALD whe had 
defeated to the Soviet Union in 1959 wad xeberaed to the UEA in 1962. On 
10 Octeber 1963, the day after the report from Mexico City, CIA Headquarters 
sent out a cabled report about Lee OSWALD's phone call to the Soviet 
Embassy; the repert went to the PBI, the Department of State (because 
OSWALD waa o US citizen), and to the Mevy Departwent (because he wos a 


former Marine.) ‘The cabled report to these agencies highlighted the 
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LikMiheed that the Lee OSWALD mentionea was probably the former defector. 
‘A copy of thie same cable was delivered by hand to the Imnlyration and 
a Hatarsligation Service, with which ve have no cable link. ‘The same day 
| a leng cable went cut to Kexico City infonaing our Station of the back- 
greund of defector Lee OSWALD and asking for more information. Our Station 
was instructed to pass its information on the phone call to the Mexico 
Giey et Gines:6e Gia’ PHL; tan Uacieatasyy. Sis aoe Anan), a acd 
tion end Raturalization Service. ‘This was done. 

kts ein tea ‘vada ae G Gobdaas, aeioe CAG tad Sa Aas 


o, 


+ eet abe eae 58 
ae sigetie Seta ge Ways a rile Soe 28 ge petgalhiet : Fate at ape 
eh iaba a a a eRe OCP aT ES ORO aT 


1 October 1963, the day OSWALD phone there. A very sensitive operation | 


in Menies City provides us with secretly taken photecraphs of many but not 


all, visitors to the Soviet Babassy there, taken with telephoto Lenses. 

Accordingly, we cabled the Navy Department on 2h October 1963 asking for 
@ photograph of Lee OSWALD from his Marine Corps days so we cowlé coupare 
photes. We hed not received this photograph by 22 Hovezber 1963, but in 


any event, it turned out that the man photosraphed outside the Soviet 
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Embassy was not OSWALD anyway. As chance would have it, none of our 
several photo obsemtion points in Mexico City had ever taken an identi- 
fiable picture of Lee OSWALD, 


like this 


Our Mexico City Station very often produces 
on US citisens contacting Soviet blee exbasefes in Mexico City. Frequently 
the information we get is extressly incrimiuating, and on ome or two 
eccasions ve have even been able to apprehend end return to the USA 
American military personnel who are attempting to defect. In ali such 


cases, our Headquarters deak requests and obteins the special peruisasion of 


ty Satoreation on 0S vices 


citizen to other  ,overmeent sdecsaa. Deregatory information on Americans 
is not treated routinely; in aeah cbee the TEP or Mie Ancintent poreseaily 
ei el aerate ae are at al aia ana decide whether and 
te whom it will te passed. Only in absolute emergencies is the Kexico City 
Station euthorised to pass euch information directly to the FBI office in i 


the U.S. Eabasay. 


At this writing (13 December 1963) we do not knoy whet ection the FBI 
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and other egencies way have taken based on our report. We cummise that the 
FRI my have made local checks through Mexican authorities to see if 

Lee OSWALD wae actually in Mexico City on 1 October. Indee@, later in- 
vastigation has confirmed all the detaiis of his trip, where he stayed, 
undertook ne local investigation of its om. As we now know, OSWALD lezt 
ae eRe ae gate ae 


Since this telephone tap operation is a joint one with the Mexican 


Presidency, the Mexicans aleo had the 1 Octeber intercept on Lee OSWALD, — 


When vord of the shooting of President Kennedy reached the offices 
of cur operating divistons end staffs on the afternoon of Friday 22 Hoven 
ber 1963, transistor radios were turneé on everywhere to follow the ® 
tragedy When the name of Lee CSWALD was heard, the effect was electric. 


A phone message from the FBI came at ebout the some time, neming OSWALD 


PTE Oo oe, 
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om at once by the Chief Ci, i. Angleton, te Mr. Birch O'Heal of his 


Special Investigations Unit. Mrs. Betty Eqoter of this it immediately 


receguised the name of Lee OSUALD and vent for his file. At the same 
tine, Mra. Bustos of the Mexico Desk, vho bad written our first feport on 
(nhl taa Gi. Giselle Stoeckle ulin tee “aid apie ghd Weak 
efter the seme file. ir. Retotherdt, Mexieo Desk Chief, wee was home on 
leave, heard the news ani phoned in a reminder that we bad something on 


GGHALS, While ve were pruparing a cable to Mexico City asicing then for 


2 Seed eee et as it alee i 


ais ce ae acne ag eae aa ae 
the Station had sant in on hin. 

For the next week, @ dozen people in the Agency were contiausualy 
iccacee tu canta <umeildee pemendion Wate cae, we ltiny seen au Xe 
cabled out, tracing the names mentioned, and researching files. Withina  « 
week, 27 cabled reports bad gone out to the White House, the State Depart- 
ment, and the FBI. Many cables of guidance and inguiry hed been sent to 
erPney | | 


<2 


Lyte 


a ee 
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our oversens stations, end many pieces of information on OSWALD and his 
wife bad bem received back. The Mexico City Station researched its 
tetephoue teya very thoroughly and cone up with covers) more osnverentions 
probably invelwing OSWALD, but not actually mentioning this names these 
connected him also to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. Several Mexicans 
were arrested and questioned about his activities, giving a good picture 
of what he vas really up to. Meany conferenses were held with the PBI 
Maison officer who asked us for curtain actions and passed us information 
from the FEI investigation. Oncthe minus side, a host of fabrienters, 


most of which we investigated. ALL of theee are seon discredited, bat they 
are still coming in. 

During this phase ef our work, wa served primarily in supper’t of the 
FBI, which wae entrusted by the President with the major responsibility for 
the investigation. The FAI was teo busy to supply us with much of its 
oun information, but anavere were given te specific questions wa posed to 
ascist our investigation. ‘The Department of State did photograph ite entire 
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fie on OSWALD and pase then to us, and the FSE gave us a copy of the 
Soviet Consular file on OGKALD which had been publicly given by the Soviet 
audaseador to the Secretary of State. On Friday 6 Decesber 1963, Peputy 
Attorney General Katserbeach invited us to review the FBI's comprehensive 
uibeih tia eas Win atlas Saba oaks Gepeconia Wud “aa <Gaopumhinaal gah tad 
cur information wus correstly quoted. We found the report highly 
interesting an@ no threat to our eecurity, as long as it was read only 


by the esa3t hon 


di investizative bedies. 
After the first few days, the CIA investigation of the case was 


okt Hesiquarters by a ‘enall. ataft: unitiliy-ohe 


and enalyeis of the most important security cases, and by a few officers 


end enalysts of ogur Western Howisphere Division. 


4s soon as our Mexico City Station realized that Lee OSWALD was the 
prize sugpect, it began re-eservening all the written telephone transcripts .« 
in its files covering the Soviet Eubasay for the pertinent period. The 


actual tapes were also reviewed, but many of them had been erased after the 


SEGHET 
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nomial two weeks walt. Several calls believed to invelve OSUALD vere 
discovered and their contents cabled to Washington, where they vere 
aiasemingted to the White House, the State Departzent, the Federal 

| Euxvean of Investication. 

OGWALD's name vas not actually mentioned in these edditfonal calle, 


but similarity of speech and various plain points of content link than 


to him. These calls are summarized below in chronglocical order. 


| Thay cover the period from 27 September 1963 to 3 October 1963, the whole 
| 


‘lt span ef CSWALD's visit to Mexice City es later Learned fram travel records. 


eays he neads ea visa te co to Odessa. Man anawering says be should call 

F 15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller aske for the address, and it is 
_ Stven to hin. (Theve is no special reason for Linking this call te OSWALD.) 

21 Septebar, 4105 Mt - the Cubon Consulate phoned the Soviet 

7 Consulate. Silvia Duran, Mexican national clerk of the Cuban Consulate 
talked to a Goviet efficial, saying that a male American citizen was at the 


Cuben Consulate asking for a transit vise te pass through Cuba on his way 


SECRET 
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to the Soviet Union. sich acs aaa Gi iat Scat ues accent 
Conguiate and whe told hin he would bev no problin shout 18 If a Seviet 
visa is assured, the Cuban Consulate can grant hin g transit visa end 
ssiadh eat By Cacigas ctitead ae aaa ting. fhe Soviet first asks ber 
to wait, and then she has to explain the vhole thing over again to another 
Soviet official, whe takes her telephone number anf promises to call ber 
back. Silvia DURAN concludes this call by telling the Soviet she herself 
has mowed and gives her nev eddress for the Soviet Mabassy bulletin. Be 
este her te phone (Sergey tenmovich) KUKEAREIED (Seesnd Secretary who pute 


noe ) e.& 7 ive cae se # wets Soin i rae aicgsiats it 


Cultural Attache is. Silvia DURAN gives the Attache‘s neue as Teresa 
PRORIGZA and adds her telephone number. 


o Fi - A Soviet official calls Silvia DURBAN 


vack and telle her that the “American” had been to see the Soviet's and 
shown them a letter from the Soviet Consulate in Washinzton indfoating that 
he had been waitins fer vises for himself and his wife to go to the Soviet 


Union for a long time, but that no answer head ceme from Washington, adding 
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that the wait was sometimes four or five months. ma teers 

| chown the Goviete « letter sheving be wie 0 member of on orswtention ia. 
Paver of Cubs and hed claimed that the Cubans could not clive hin a vise 

: without a Russian vies. Silvie DURAN rejoins that they have the came 


problems the “Amexican™ fs still at the Consulate; thay cannct cive him a 


transit visu unless he 1s assured of a Soviet visa, even though he just 


vents to go to Cuba to Whit there for bis Soviet visa to be granted, He 
éoes net know anyone in Cuba. Thay end the conversation on this note. 


Stivin DURAU says thet che will note this on his “card,” and the Soviet 


\ 


> “Resktes he Se not. knew": ie. geonie: himself forthe: 
| inconventence he has caused and Gfivie DUBAN seye it is all right. 

28 Seytesber - Silvia DURAN calls the Soviet Rabesey fren the 
Cuban Consulate. i igs ia lh Sean ahd a en aaa the 


Sevriet ansuering asks her to wait. When another Soviet tees up the phene, 


| Silvia pute the American on. The Averican tries to talk Raseian to the 
Seviet whe answers in English. The Aserican axes him to epeak Russian, ‘The 
American says that he had been in the Seviet Exbassy and spoken with the 


Gay bis 
SEGRE 


«ty AL 


13-00000 


Congal, and that they had taken his address. The Soviet replies that he 
iogws thet. ‘The Anewicen then saya, samoutat extgmatiosliy: “I été not 
know 1¢ then. I wout to the Cuban Riaasy to ack then far my addirens 
because thay have it." the Soviet invites him to step by again and give 
then the efdress, ani the American agrees to do ee. (In this cmversation, 
the Anerican was spesking hardly recoguizeble Russian. ) 


As far os our records shev, OSWALD éf4 not phone the Soviet or Cuban 


Bobsssies again until Tweday 1 October 1963. the intervening days vere a 


Sunday ond a Kondéay. tie contents of kis later calls seem to show be 


1 Oxteber, 10:32 AM - A mn calls the Soviet Military Attache in 


teroken Rusefen and says he had been at pheir place the previous Saturday 

(28 Septesber) and talked to their Consul. ‘They hed sald they would send 

a teleyran to Washington, and he vanted to kuow if these vere anything new. 
the Soviets ask bin te call another phone number end cives him 15~60-55, say- 
iug to ask for a Consul. 


1 October 10:45 AM ~ (‘Inia io tee phone enll in which OSWALD 


eo all one ep Lee: they: kak: went meena 


saad tastecas Gis ead bition eunatiew ae a eee eG 
Goteber 1963.) Lee OSWALD called the Soviet Rubasay end announced his 
own name, saying he had visited them the previous Saturday and spoken 
with a Consul. ‘They haf sald thay would cend a telecran to Washington, 
and he warbted to kuov if thowe were anything new. He é1d not rewember 
the nume of the Cousul. ‘the Goviet, who was Eubmssy guard OBYEDADY 
wepited: “KOSTINOY; be is Gark.” OSWALD replied: “Yes, my nome is 
OSUALD.” ‘The Soviet excused himself for a minute end thea sata they 


baiin't received anything yet. OSWALD asked if they hadn't done anything 


received as yet.” OSWALD started te say: “And what...", but the Seviat. 
hang Wp. 


96% ~ & wan spesting breken Spanish at first ani then 


English phone? the Soviet Military Attache and asked about @ vies. ‘The 
Atteche's office referred him to the consulate, giving the mumber 15<60-55. 


The caller wrote it down. ‘The attache official shrugged off another 


igre era eH Bt 


13-00000 . 


question about whether the caller could et a visa, end the conversation 


ended. (There ia no special reason to tie this in with CSWALD, whe ic now 


| ime to have re-entered the US at Laredo the same day.) 

Since the operation through which we tap the Seviet Exbassy phones 
Se oe Gi irae aici a Gs ee 
a0: Mexico, the information on Les OSWALD also came to the attention of 


President LOFEY. Mateos after 22 Rovember. The next day, 23 Hovenher, be 


called it to the attentien of our Chief of Station, who vas already 


working feverishly on the case. Sindlieriy, the Mexicans noticed the 


| p Gaeee opens prone pipe , siivia DURE, ao } 
| Our Statien suijeated that she be arrested and interrogated about OSWALE 
| 
: The Meaiean authorities hed the came iden ani she and her havband vere 
: arrested on 23 Hovenber 1963, in the midst of @ party at their home. All 
| the guests were soon released but Silvie end her husband vere questioned 
: and relensed on 25 Novesber 1963. © 
| Silvints husband, Horacio DURAN Navarro, en industrial designer, 


eaid unfer police interrecsation that when OGWALD was named as the actassin 
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of President Kennedy, hie wife had recognised the name and recalled she 


had waited on OSHALD when he caus to apply for a Cuban transit visas 

he remmsbered she hed said she dealt with the Seviet Consulate as wall 
to find out whether be tad @ Soviet vise. Boracte DURAN recalled his wife 
had ott OSWALD became nary and che had to call ott the Cutan Consul, 
Busedie AZCUS, to quiet hin. 


Silvia DURAN told the sexe story. She was a leftist aympathicer with 


visa, end resenbered his tiff with the Consul. She admitted she had phoned 

The sum total of the statements of Silvia DURAN ena her husband was 
a ee re ee ony are 
in Cuba for his Seviet visa. ‘The Soviet Consular file passed te the State _ 
Department in Washington by the Soviet Eubaesy confines a Leng exchange 


vetuaen firet, Mre. Marina OGWALD, and latex hex hushand, and the Seviet 
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Consulate in Washington about their requasts for permission to return to 
the Soviet Union. OSWALD wan still writing te the Soviets in Washington 
set eae ae ast 6 aoe aaa 
Silvia DURAN was arrested again on 27 Heveuber end hold until 29 
Well«pleced sources within the Cuban Eabacsy in Mexico City stated 


25 torvesaih o_, she was quite pleased with hereel?. She told her colleagues 


sad . ‘ sig "a 
CREASE dnt nes emer seaiee ge 8 fea Ie Ea 


OSWALD. ‘The reaction within the Cuban Eubassy to the news of President | 
Kennedy's death was sontee. fo date, there is ndf.credible infomation in 
CYA Sfles which would appear te Link Lae GEWALD with the Cuban goverment 
the whole question of vhether Lee OSWALD had any secret connection 
rae evans ae ocala Gk das Sue aa memes Gara 


parte ef the evidence indicate to the contrary. Silvia DURA and the 


Seviet Consular officials spoke of him as 4 mon with “no friends in Cubs” 
is /eie dace eas wd cea tua 4 hae Wee nd edness ea Ga 
ether. ‘the very cpemess of his visite and the phone calis speak against any 
cserst rele. His trip to Mexico was not itself a secret acts he traveled. 
wader bia yeal neze or a clese veriant of it, Lived apenly in Mexican 


with the Soviets through the open mail about 


at ween he got tack to the 0. Hie trip to Mexice was apparently made 


be could apply for a visa. 


Soviets in Mexieo City in his assertion in hin call of 28 Septouber that he 
€28 not know kis efdress when he was at the Seviet Cnasulate and cane to 
the Cuban Consulate becouse they hal it. Tt te hard te explain just vhat 
he meant, but 1¢ skhowlé be remesbered thet be was talking in Raseian, 4 
sachet 5a a dactllest sascha ahaa My ease Ou alae ae sk : 
precese of moving from Hew Crienns to fexms. Se may not have memorized 


his new edérecs in Temas, viatever it was, ani wey not kave been able te 
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lay hends on it wken he was in the Soviet Consulate that day. Ferkaps 
he had earlier siven the address to Silvia DURAN end wanted to leck it 
wp on her card. 

ape eae eT ea eT age Te er a 
in Mextee City arises from the liklihood that he met with Soviet Consul 
Titerty Tiekinivevtoh K0OtIIDY. In his 1 Gcteber phone call to the 


talked to was KOSTIKOV if he was dark. OSWALD seams to agree with this, 


but the identifieation fe very casual. In his 9 Novenber letter te the 


with aa "KOSTIN,” but there is no parson of that exact name in the Soviet 
Bebesey in Mexieo City. KOSTINOV is sccredited as a Consular Attache and 
doen actually do @ let of consular work, but he is believed te be a 
Soviet KGB officer, and it is believed that he works for Department 13 of 
the KCB, the Departwent charged with sabotage and assaesinetions. ‘he 
suspicion that KOSTIKOY is @ KOB officer arose from his work habits, and 


hie asseciation with other KGB officers. It was haréeneé when it was 
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feund that he handled ea Soviet agent whee was trained te de sabotage 


work and that he turned this agent ever te auother KGB officer who is 


definitely known to work for the 15th Department. It is generally true 


in KGB work that sabetage agents ere handled only by 13"Departuent 


officers. 


KoB man from previous essigmente as a bodyguard and surefllant. But 


unless seme direct evidence of Soviet complicity is discovered, it is 


meat itkely that OSWALD's dealing with KGB men OBYEDKOV and KOSTIMOV was 


ee aac ie a i. ee Le op a wet oe is gam dx act ‘be tee gis 


Boviet habit of placing intelligence wen in the Embassies in positions — 
where they receive a large partion of the visitors and phone calle. All 
Gf the five consular officers in the Seviet Embassy are known or suspected 
intelligence officers. Certainly if OSWALD had been a Seviet agent in 
training for en assassination assignment or even for sabotage work, the 
dattetat wisi Swune -eeipan ‘ein ‘Pita nahctag Conon Vaid bias gaan aka to 


the Soviet Exbasey in Mexico after he tried it a couple of times. Our 


ry pee 
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experience in Mexico, studying the Soviet intelligence service at clese 
| Fenge, indicates that they do make sous mistakes end are sauetimes insecure 
7 in their metheds, but that they do not persist in euch glaring errors. 
Geme insight on the Cuban attitude toward the arrest of Silvie DURAN 
ana the involvement af the Cuben Cansulate in the OSWALD case can be 
seach Sivek ew Sasha paca a tags ioe Geena emcna 


TRE Araas on 


Oavalde DORTICOS and Cutan Ambassegor to Mexico Joaquin 3 


26 . Movember 1963, the day after Silvia DURAN was released from her first 


arrest. At Og:hO AM that morning, Presiéent DORTICOS phoned the Antassader 


case. dios Saale uspenuuk tua<ta Cisse aud Gath aha Gsney a Oe 

: merely wanted a vien. ‘The Asbasendor did mention the altercation which 
OSWALD hed with Consul AZCUB, end he says that Mexican police bruised 
Silvia DURAN's axns a Little staking her to impress her vith the importame , 
of their questions. They bad asked her if che had been intinate with 


OSWALD and abe hed denied it. President DORTICOS twice asked Avbassaier 


| :  «*BEWWANDRZ whether the Mexican police bed asked Silvie DURAN questions 
abext “money,” and the President apparently wanted te know whether the 
| Mexieans thought the Cubans hed paid OSWALD money. HERNANDEZ insioted 
the Menrtoune hed! wet offered Skivia DUE mensy, and DOREICOS gore 


| us ‘trying te put across his point. President DORTICOS instructed 


TERRANDEZ. to keep on questioning Silvia DURAN and to phene him back. 


At 7:39 PM that evening Aubassader HERRANURZ €fd call President 


DORTICOS back, saying he bad questioned “that person” again and che kas 


- nothing now te aé@. President DORTICOS returns to the iseup of whether 


: a eT eee i 
Consulate had given money to the man42"thet American.” But Ambassador 


HERUAMUE? pereiets in wisunderstending DORTICOS, answan in the negative, 


and eayot “Ancolutely nothing was given to her." DORTICOS seers te give 
up, and the conversation dies cut after a few more general remarks. 

We do not know for sure vint made President DOR'ICUS press for tnforma- 
tien about Cuban money passed to OSWALD, but rumors were current in Mexico 


and even, we understand, in the UGA, that COWALD had returned from Mexico 


SECRET 


13-00000. . 


City with about $5,000. Perhaps DORTICOS was trying to leara whether 
7 event, the Cuban Government sent the Mexicans a stiff note ef protest 
over the arrest ani detention of Silvis DURAN, but the Kextcans 


oN 


